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In the company of dogs

Boykin spaniel exhibit traces popularity of Kershaw County’s special breed

By RICKIE GOOD
Curator of Collections

It’s official. The Archives has gone to the dogs.

The exhibit “little brown dog”, on display through Sept. 4,
looks at the development of Kershaw County’s very own special
Boykin spaniel in the early 20th century and at the breed’s growth
in popularity in the 1960s and 1970s.

This popularity culminated in the organization of the Boykin
Spaniel Society in 1977 and in the Boykin spaniel’s adoption as
South Carolina’s state dog in 1985.

On display are photographs and documents from the Boykin
Spaniel Society as well as the original conformation platform used
to verify that each dog met the breed standard.

Part of the display includes a model of a section boat. De-
signed by Edward Richardson “Toot” Sanders (1845-1922) for
hunting in the swamps along the Wateree River, section boats con-
sist of three pieces which fit within each other for ease of transpor-
tation. Each section could also be used as a one-person boat. The
Boykin spaniel’s size made them ideal hunting dogs as they could
enter and exit the small boats without “rocking the boat.”

Curating this particular exhibit was huge fun. Although our
staff enjoys working on every exhibit, there is just something about
looking at pictures and video of dogs all day that brings a smile to
everyone.

Each dog was the “cutest thing evah!” and every dog deserved
to be transformed into a full sized cut-out. Best of all was when
Dawn Crites of the Boykin Spaniel Society invited us over to look

Every time I asked where we could
borrow or purchase an item, Crites
would say “I will bring you some.”
And she did.

We needed a hunting vest - Crites
provided it. We needed an assortment
of collars and leashes — Crites had
them. We needed bumpers — Crites
had those, too.

Whatever we needed, Crites pro-
vided. We cannot thank her enough
for her help and support for this de-
lightful exhibit which celebrates Cam-
den’s own little brown dog.

at the information and exhibit items at
the Society.

Crites brings her Boykin spaniel
Piper Anne to work every day and, as
a special treat for me, she also brought
her wonderful English Setter Maizey.
After socializing (with the dogs) we
actually got a lot of work done.

Crites is the real reason this exhib-
it came together. Along with supply-
ing the perfect photographs and being a ok E o
font of information on the history of the  |mages from the “little brown do
breed, she also had lots of “stuft.” and her Boykin in 1942.
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From the Chairman

Dear Friends:

Hope all of you have enjoyed spring in Kershaw County, except of course the pollen.

This newsletter has a focus on the fantastic use of technology. The “nuts and bolts” of
preservation are touched on as well as our implementation of an interactive video kiosk.

I encourage you to drop by and enjoy this new experience. You’ll again find what can be
accomplished by your membership in the Friends.

Best Regards,
Steve Van Horn

Camden Archives and Museum
Calendar of Events

Now through June 30 — Exhibit: “100 Years: Camden’s Carnegie Library.” Celebrating
the centennial of Camden’s Carnegie Public Library, now known as the Camden Archives and
Museum. Free and open to the public.

Now through Sept. 4 — Exhibit: “little brown dog.” This exhibit explores the development
of the Boykin spaniel beginning in the early 20th century through its acceptance as an AKC
standard breed in 2009. The Boykin Spaniel is Camden’s own little brown dog. Free and open
to the public.

Aug. 1 through Oct. 31 — Exhibit: “The American Revolutionary War in South Carolina.” A
traveling exhibit from the South Carolina State Museum. Camden is prominently featured in this
new exhibit. Free and open to the public.

Nov. 10 through Jan. 29, 2016 — Exhibit: “Camden’s Moment in NASCAR History: The
Bondy Long Story.” Come explore Camden native Bondy Long’s six year long career in NAS-
CAR racing — and his astounding successes! Free and open to the public.

Feb. 10, 2016 through July 29, 2016 — Exhibit: “The Campbell Street Story: Camden’s
African American Tour Premier.” Free and open to the public.

Ongoing — Exhibit: The Ross E. Beard Collection. This popular exhibit changes as time
passes. Come take a look!

Death of “Reconciliation” benefactor
leaves lasting mark on Archives

There are many reasons to celebrate the life of Ny ;

John Stringer Rainey, who passed away on March .
14 at the age of 73.

John and Anne Rainey’s lasting gift to the city
of Camden at the Archives is a tribute to their quest
for equality and justice for all people, no matter
their race or religion. The statues of Larry Doby
and Bernard Baruch in front of the Archives prop-
erty were envisioned by John Rainey and sculpted
by Maria Kirby-Smith.

Through this gift of public art, “Reconcilia-
tion,” Rainey will speak to the present and future
generations.

“We recognize that we are one people woven
together in a brilliant tapestry of diversity, truth and
memory,” said Rainey at the dedication ceremony John Rainey, right, enjoys remarks by
of the statues. U.S. Sen. Tim Scott, who was one of the
featured speakers at the dedication of
the statues of Bernard Baruch and Larry
Doby in March 2013. Rainey passed
away last March.

“We wish for all who visit this special place
in the years ahead to join us in rejecting the voices
of racial and religious division and in seeking the
healing of reconciliation.”
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Focus on the Collection

New technology on the way to improve enjoyment of exhibits

By RICKIE GOOD
Curator of Collections

Normally we would take this space to tell
our readers about an item in the collection. In
this edition, I would like to tell you about some
new technology that is coming to the Archives.
Do not fall asleep — this is fun stuff!

From the first day the Beard Collection
opened, visitors have asked for video of Ross
Beard talking about the history of various pieces
or about how he started collecting. Everyone
has also commented that we need an oral history
of Beard and of his collection in the Archives.

Thanks to Kirk Mays and K & M video, we
had a DVD of a program that Beard did at the
museum before the exhibit opened and one of
a program done in 2014 of items not on exhibit.
Mays also had video that he taped of Beard talk-
ing about items in the current exhibit. What we
did not have was a vehicle to show all that video
tape to our visitors. This will change very soon.

We have contracted with Digital Design
Services in Wisconsin to build and install a ki-
osk that will host individual clips of Beard dis-
cussing his collection. Unlike the other com-
panies we contacted, Digital Design Services
actually works in wood and is custom building a
wooden case that will match the beautiful cabi-
nets already in the museum gallery.

Mays graciously provided raw footage so
that the design company will be able to provide
HD quality video clips. The company will com-
pile the clips, load them onto the digital player,
install it, and teach staff how to add additional
items to the player. We think this kiosk will add
another interpretive layer to our exhibit and will
definitely add to the visitor’s experience.

A second piece of “technology” we are now
using is actually pretty old. The Archives is now
on YouTube. Our channel is Camden, SC Ar-
chives — we are nothing if not original.

At the moment we only have two videos up-
loaded. Camden in the Hotel Era and Camden’s
Carnegie Library were both created by staff to
accompany our exhibits. We plan to continue to
provide access to some of the presentations cre-
ated for our programming and exhibits. ;

A third piece of news on the geek front is || 4 MEN ]

Exhibit Case #4
Length: 7 minutes
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Ross Beard checks out the new interpretive kiosk installed at the Archives to help visitors
enjoy his collection now on exhibit. Looking on is Monica Knutson of Green Bay, Wisc. who
programmed the kiosk. Images from the kiosk on the Beard Collection are illustrated below.

Finally, while not
related to exhibits or
outreach or “fun” stuff,
the city has once again
invested in one “boring”
but extremely important
part of supporting a mu-
seum. We are installing
wireless data loggers that
will track the tempera-
ture and humidity in ev-
ery part of the building.

We have always had

Exhibit Case #2
Length: 6 minutes

Exhibit Case #3
Length: 6 minutes

Exhibit Case #5
Length: 12 minutes

Exhibit Case #6
Length: 6 minutes

p anywhere on the screen to return to this page.
red arrow “MENU" button to the left.

that Caitlin Corbett and others with the city of
Camden have been working for months on the
city’s new official web site. It looks awesome and is now live.

In the Archives and Museum section we have included information
about both the archival collection and about current exhibits in the mu-
seum galleries. We plan to continue to expand our outreach through the
website with online exhibits and, perhaps one day, an online collections
database. We are not ready for that step, yet, but one of our long range
goals is to provide online access to the collections database.

portable data loggers that

required staff to record

temperature and humidity readings manually. The new equipment will

take temperature and humidity readings on a regular basis and store

those readings until they are transmitted via Wi-Fi to a central computer.

With this equipment, we will be able to graph fluctuations in the

interior environment on a regular basis. This information will help us
make decisions for the good of the collection for years to come.

Camden Archives and Museum
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Centennial celebration

The Archives held a reception March 9 to celebrate its centennial exhibit. Among those in attendance were (at left) Henry Boykin, Maj. J.B. Varn,
Sandy Boykin, Mary Stoudenmire and Charlotte Alexander, who donated Sarah Von Tresckow’s file on getting the Carnegie grant and Camden
Carnegie Library. Those papers are the centerpiece of the centennial exhibit which continues through June 30. At right, Camden city manager
Mel Pearson and Archives staff, director Katherine Richardson, Lon Outen, Rickie Good and Windy Corbett take a break while greeting patrons.

Bondy Long’s racing team, led by his driver Ned Jarrett, won 29 of the 205
races they entered. Between 1963 and 1968. Long’s NASCAR legacy will
be featured in an exhibit coming up this fall at the Archives.

Exhibit to feature popular Camden NASCAR star

2015 marks the 50th anniversary of popular Camden race car owner Bondy Long’s Winston Cup win at the Southern 500, the Labor Day NAS-
CAR race at Darlington.

His driver, Ned Jarrett, finished 14 laps ahead of the second place car and set a record that is one for the history books. Between 1963 and 1968,
Long’s Bowani racing team won 29 of the 205 races they entered. His brilliant, if short, career in NASCAR racing astounded long-time NASCAR
drivers and fans alike.

The Archives is pleased to announce we will celebrate Long’s Bowani team in an exhibit scheduled to open on Nov. 10 and continue through
Jan. 31, 2016. Long went on to other careers, but has graciously agreed to help us celebrate his exciting years on the NASCAR circuit.

Start your engines. Mark your calendars. And look for full coverage and photos of this exhibit in our fall newsletter.
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Digitalizing
photos saves
time for both
staff and
visitors and
reduces their
wear and tear.

The Archives is digitalizing its photos collection. Windy Corbett is overseeing the lengthy process which,

when completed, will help better serve Archives visitors and patrons.

Archives digitalizing its photograph collections

The Archives’ photographic collection contains more than 13,000
photographs. Some of them date from the late 1800s and others were
taken within the last few years. Each of them documents the people and
history of Camden.

Three years ago the only way to see these photographs was to come
to the Archives and have staff pull them. Then, if a patron needed a copy,
staff could either make a black and white photocopy or we could put the
image aside to be scanned at a later date and then emailed or put on a disc
and mailed to the researcher.

So our options were to either provide our patrons with a bad photo-
copy or to have them wait two or three weeks to get a good image. Today
this is rapidly changing.

For almost a year research assistant Windy Corbett has done a phe-
nomenal job of digitalizing the Archive’s photographic collection. She
has already scanned over 12,000 images and saved them into our digital
archive.

Each of these images has also been attached to the photograph’s
record in the collection’s database and now, when a patron needs a copy
of a photograph, we can email it directly to them. They don’t even have
to be in the building to get a great digital copy.

Having the photos scanned and attached to the database record also
helps staff pull relevant photographs for our patrons. Rather than pull
multiple boxes and folders which turn out not to have what the researcher
needs, we can now allow researchers to “browse” through the digital
files. Not only does this save time for both staff and visitors, it also re-
duces wear and tear on the photographs themselves.

Ultimately, our goal is to have every photograph, object, and archi-
val document photographed or scanned, and in our digital library. This
project ties directly into our goal of having the collections database on-
line and available to the public. We realize that it might take us another
20 or 30 years, but that’s OK. We like to plan for the future!

Continued from page 1

‘t More
brown dog” exhibit. The Boykin
‘1‘ photo on the right is circa 1935.
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Why you should join Friends of the Archives

With a mission of “Preserving the past for the future,” the Camden Archives and Museum is a treasure
chest of Kershaw County history. In its beautiful expanded facility, it offers visitors an opportunity to ex-
plore a wealth of artifacts, displays, documents, records and various other historical research materials.

What happens at the Archives?

With funding from the City of Camden and support from the Friends of the Archives organization, the
Archives staff collects, preserves and makes accessible items of importance to the history of the area. Artifacts
in the museum represent a diverse collection of items relating to cultural heritage.

The Camden Archives and Museum is recognized throughout South Carolina and the Southeast as
having one of the best research libraries for genealogical research. It houses a diverse collection of books,
microfilm, maps, files, periodicals and general reference materials which will aid visitors in their research
for ancestry.

What is found in the Archives?

The Archives also has a growing collection of photographs and is also the repository for a number of
city-related records, including city minutes, early ordinance and many other miscellaneous records. Census
records, publications, cemetery surveys, local newspapers, vertical files and SC Death Certificates from 1915-
1952 are also available for research. The S.C. Daughters of the American Revolution Library and the S.C.
Society Colonial Dames XVII Century Library are housed in the Archives building.

More information about the Archives and'its collections can be found on its website at “http://www.
camdenarchives.org” Features there include a list of records available for further research, a Kershaw County

time line, local history books and other documents available for review, and an explanation of research services
offered by the Archives staff.

How can you help?

You can support the efforts of the Archives by joining the Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum.
This organization began in 1998 to encourage and manage monetary donations for the betterment of the
Archives and Museum.

Since 1999 the Friends group has raised in excess of $750,000. Most of these funds were used to help
finance construction and renovation projects. The Archives has many other needs which exceed available
funding. Your donation to the organization will help provide for those needs.

“Friends of the Archives is a great group of folks who recognize the value and importance of maintain-
ing, in most cases, the irreplaceable. Additionally, we all know that our membership is the only way to main-
tain the level of stewardship to which the core founders of the Friends aspired,” says Stephen Van Horn,
presidents of the Friends of the Archives.

How do you join Friends of the Archives?

You can join “Friends” using the application on page 8 of this newsletter. You can also remember
donations to the Archives through honorariums or memorials. Your support will make a difference and help
promote the Archives’ mission of “preserving the pas for the future.”

As a member of Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, you will receive our twice a year news-
letter as a benefit of your tax deductible donation. Please consider joining by submitting the form on page
8 with your donation. An updated list of donors will be published in the year-end newsletter. Thank you for
your consideration and support!
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Camden Archives and Museum
1314 Broad Street

Camden, SC 29020

Return Service Requested

Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum
Membership 2015

$25-44 $45 - $99 $100 - $249 $250 - $499
Individual Family Contributor Patron
Name:

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
Paid
Permit #64
Camden, SC

$500
Benefactor

Address:

Phone number:

Memorials, Honorariums, Donations, Etc.
Donor:

In memory of:

In honor of:

Send acknowledgment to:

Address:

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum.

Mail checks along with this form to Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, 1314
Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020. Your contribution is tax deductible. Thank you!




