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From these roots

Exhibit to showcase city African American corridor development

By KATHERINE H. RICHARDSON
Archives Director

In 2008, a group of graduate students from the University of South
Carolina’s Public History Program produced a study entitled, “The
Camden African American Heritage Project.” It was the product of a
student group assignment conducted in 2005-06.

The students were assisted by many
local residents in their search for the
history of African Americans in Camden
from the Colonial period through the era
of civil rights.

Though able to spend only one
semester researching and writing, the
students pulled together an admirable
overview of the lives of African Americans
here. In their final recommendations they
suggested, among other things, that an
African American tour of Camden be
produced.

The projected tour area centers around

The large Georgian style house stood at the southwestern corner of
DeKalb and Campbell streets on that high hill. He certainly had servants
on his land in town, so there would have been slave quarters as well.

After investigation of the Lang land records, I did not find any of
the property was deeded to ex-slaves by the family.

William W. Lang migrated to Alabama by 1838, when he received
a land grant in Dallas County. In 1847 he

sold his house and land in Camden to John
Whitaker. By 1867, the property was in
the hands of D. A. Amme, who owned a
bakery on King Street in Charleston.

In that year, Amme sold the house
and 27 acres to Sarah Babcock for $2,000.
Babcock was a northern teacher who had
come south after the Civil War to start a
school for children of former slaves.

Her acquisition of the property
eventually led to the founding of the
Browning Home and Mather Academy
in Camden, an African American private
school which flourished from 1883 until

the entire length of Campbell Street, the Class photo of the 1930 Mather senior class 1983

oldest settled African American neighborhood, with corridors branching
out into the business and southern Camden residential districts.

The period of significance for the tour is 1913 to 1940, chosen
because we have historical resources which can definitively document
those years. We have been in the research phase of the project for the
past months.

Research focused on two leading questions: 1.) Why was the
African American residential community centered around Campbell
Street? 2.) What role did the Lang family, who owned much of
that property at one time, have in establishing the Campbell Street
neighborhood?

The Lang family in Camden was
established by William Lang (1746-
1815) who migrated here from Yorkshire,
England. Through his marriage to Sally
Wyly, daughter of Samuel Wyly, he
inherited a vast amount of land in and near
present-day Camden.

Their son, William Wyly Lang,
purchased lot 674 from the town of Camden
in 1814 and built his large dwelling there.
The tract of land associated with the house
totaled 27 acres, constituting Camden lots

So, we find the Lang family did not directly influence the
establishment of the Campbell Street corridor, but the land they amassed
there and their house became the site of one of the most prestigious
African American private schools in the South.

Mather Academy became a nucleus for the African American
neighborhood which developed along the Campbell and Gordon streets
corridor, but the answer to how the Campbell Street corridor developed
lay elsewhere.

One of the earliest houses on Campbell Street was the home of
Andrew Henry Dibble, Sr. (1825-1873), an African American tailor,
and his wife, Ellie Naomi Naudin Dibble
(1828-1920). Both were free blacks before
Emancipation.

They married in 1845. Dibble began
to acquire property in the town of Camden
before 1854, when he sold lots 1145 and
1146 on Church Street to Marceau Naudin,
Jr. In 1863 the Dibbles acquired city lot
748, now 1216 Campbell Street, where
they built a one story gable front and wing
Folk Victorian style house. The spacious
house was home to the Dibbles for 60

674 through 688.

years.

Mather Academy students Continued on page 2
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From the Chairman

Dear Friends:

I hope you, your loved ones and friends got through the recent flooding unscathed. The
loss of life and property damage in our state was certainly beyond belief.

This newsletter is about as diverse as we’ve previously published. I invite you to see
our latest exhibits and look forward to the special events taking place in the coming months to
highlight them.

Please take a moment to send a check for the renewal of your membership. Our unique
partnership continues to drive the Archives to new heights.
Best Regards,
Steve Van Horn

Exhibit features African American project

Continued from page 1

The Dibbles had an interesting tie to Mather Academy. When its founder, Sarah Babcock
returned to her home in Massachusetts in 1867, the Dibble’s fifth child, Eugene Heriot, went with her.

She enrolled him in the State Normal School at Bridgewater, which later became Bridgewater
State College. The school, still in existence, provided young Eugene an excellent education at a
level which would not have been available to him in the South for some years. After completing
his education, Eugene returned to Camden. All of his seven children attended Mather Academy.

Eugene and his brothers became important businessmen in Camden. John Moreau Dibble
started a general store in 1873. This store became a mainstay on Broad Street in the business district.

Eugene also started a general merchandise store on the corner of Broad and DeKalb. He and
his brothers and mother operated these business establishments until at least 1920. They also
acquired a vast amount of real estate in Camden through the years.

In researching the property sold by the Dibble family in Camden after 1840, it becomes clear
the Dibbles had a profound impact on the development of the Campbell Street corridor between
1900 and 1940. They sold 24 lots on Campbell Street during that time period.

They had an effect on nearby development, as well, owning and selling 11 lots on Gordon
Street, 10 lots on DeKalb Street, seven lots on Rutledge Street, and 12 lots on Church Street,
as well as 41 other parcels in town. In addition to those bought and sold, they also leased 10
commercial properties throughout the period.

The Dibble family is remembered for their successful mercantile establishments; they were
also, in effect, real estate developers with a lasting impact on the development of the African
American business and residential community in Camden.

The exhibit entitled “The Campbell Street Story” opens February 10, 2016 and continues
through July 29. It will be located in the Whiteley Room and will be free and open to the public.

Among the artifacts in “The Campbell Street Story” exhibit is this one featuring the 1950 graduating
class of Jackson High School, which was the public high school located on the Campbell Street
corridor. Jackson High School was located on the site where the current Continuous Learning
Center is now located.
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Just a good ole boy

The Bondy Long exhibit: Camden’s moment in NASCAR history

National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR)
history began on the narrow dirt roads of the South when local boys
pitted themselves and their cars against the forces of the law... aka
running moonshine.

Even after the repeal of Prohibition, moonshine was popular in
the South and the delivery drivers still had to outrun the law...aka the
revenuers.

After a hard day’s work, drivers would naturally pit their cars and
themselves against each other on dirt race tracks in small

From that shop, Long, his drivers, and his crew began a speed-
fueled race to the top of NASCAR’s Grand National circuit. From
1963 to 1968, Long’s Camden-based team ran 206 races with 29 wins,
114 top five finishes and 26 pole positions.

Along the way Bondy Long and driver Ned Jarrett won the 1965
Grand National championship. Although Long left the NASCAR
circuit in 1968, Bowani cars, drivers and pit crews remain a part of
NASCAR’s history.

To celebrate Long’s part in NASCAR history, the

towns and big cities.

During the 1930s and 1940s, stock car racing became
both popular and profitable. By the late 40s, Bill
France Sr. and a group of racers, owners, ’
and promoters decided they
needed to

organize the sport with rules, a firm racing
schedule and a national championship.

In 1948, NASCAR was born.
Today, stock car racing is one of the
most popular sports in the United States
and Canada with tracks in 39 states. The
drivers, owners, and crew chiefs are
household names.

s : Shown (clockwise from top left) are images included in “The
Ly 1\ ASCAR history Bondy Long Story” NASCAR exhibit. Bowani Racing garage
at Long’s residence in Boykin. Winning NASCAR decals and
two Daytona tickets. Driver Ned Jarrett and crew members of
the #11 car. Jarrett in 1965 with the #11 car which won the
Grand National championship.

began in 1963 when Maynard Bond
“Bondy” Long, II formed Bowani, Inc.
and set up shop at his home in Boykin.

Archives has organized an exhibit which looks at the history
of Bowani racing through photographs, artifacts, and the
words of the people who worked long and hard to field the
very best cars and teams in the country.
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Artifacts on loan from
Long and Jarrett are on display.
The exhibit opened Nov. 10
with some very special guests,
including the original #11
Ford that Jarrett drove to the
championship in 1965. The
exhibit will close on Jan. 29,
2016.

Calendar of Events

Now through January 29, 2016 — Exhibit: “Camden’s Moment in NASCAR History: The Bondy Long Story.” Come explore Camden native
Bondy Long’s six-year career in NASCAR racing — and his astounding successes! Free and open to the public.

February 10, 2016 through July 29, 2016 -- Exhibit: “The Campbell Street Story: Camden’s African American Tour Premier.” Learn about
Camden’s African American historic sites, many of which were centered around the Campbell Street corridor. Free and open to the public.

Ongoing -- Exhibit: “The Ross E. Beard Collection.” This popular exhibit changes as time passes. Come take a look!

Ongoing -- Exhibit: “South Carolina’s little brown dog.” The Boykin Spaniel exhibit has been a huge success and people are still calling from out
of state to ask if it is still up. So we have decided to keep it in place indefinitely. Come see Camden’s own little brown dog!

Camden Archives and Museum
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Sibby Wood family loans Archives bronze collection

The family of Sylvia “Sibby” Upton Wood (1934-2015) has
generously loaned her collection of bronzes to the Archives. The
collection is displayed in the main library and in the 1963 wing of the
museum.

Wood, a Michigan native, moved with her family to Camden
in 1969. According to Wood, after visiting Camden to fox hunt, she
decided to move here “because of horses and dogs.”

Horse of the Year as a two year old.

Wood also bred and trained champion Golden Retrievers. Two of
her retrievers, Casey and Sparky, were both national champions and
Casey was one of the best field Golden Retrievers in the country.

Along with her love of horses and dogs, Wood was an enthusiastic
patron of the arts. She was founder and chair of the Fine Arts Center of

Kershaw County, on the board of Spoleto Festival USA,

An accomplished equestrian, Wood and her
husband Maxwell bred race horses, including
Favorite Trick, winner of the 1997 Breeders’
Cup Juvenile, and the country’s thoroughbred

“Gian-Carlo Menotti”, a statue of one of
Wood’s Golden Retrievers by the artist
Maria Kirby-Smith.

Wood with “Favorite Trick”. She and
her husband Maxwell bred the horse,
which was the 1997 U.S. Race Horse of
the Year as a two-year-old.

and founded the Upton Trio.

In 2009, South Carolina presented Wood with the
Elizabeth O’Neill Verner Governor’s Award for the
Arts to recognize her many contributions to the arts in
the Palmetto State.

Wood’s passion for the arts and for the outdoors is
reflected in her collection of bronzes on display.

“Casey and Sparky” is a painting of Wood’s
champion Golden Retrievers.

Published Materials Division at the South Caroliniana Library.
Revolution.

the war had on them.

Revolution.

Revolutionary War lecture series popular with patrons

The lecture series focusing on the American Revolutionary War concluded Nov. 1 with a “make-up” lecture by Fritz Hamer, Curator of the
The great South Carolina flood forced postponement of Hamer’s program on Oct. 4. He lectured on the Cherokee Indians and the American
The series focused on different groups of colonial society - women, African Americans, Native Americans and the planter class - and the effect

‘We had a good turnout for all four lectures and we all came away with a more in-depth understanding of the effect the American Revolution had on

Joann Zeise presenting a program on Professor Donald West presenting a Dr. Joseph Stukes presenting a program
South Carolina women in the American program on African Americans and the on Henry Laurens.

Revolutionary War.

Camden Archives and Museum

November 2015



Focus on the collection

The horror and fun of researching “indefinite” loans

By RICKIE GOOD
Curator of Collections

At one time accepting an indefinite loan
was standard practice for many archives and
museums.

An indefinite loan is an item or items a
person has loaned to a museum with no set
time for its return to the owner. The lender
retains ownership of the item and can request
return of the item at any time.

Since these items do not belong to the
museum, staff is constrained as to what they
can do with the artifact. Indefinite loaned items
must be stored, exhibited, and cared for as if
they belonged to the museum.

As time passes, as the museum’s
permanent collection grows, and as storage
or exhibit space becomes limited, items on
indefinite loan can become unnecessary or
even detrimental to the mission of the museum.

During the 1970s and 80s, a number
of people made loans to our museum. Over
the years, staff returned the majority of these
loans to their owners or the owners decided to
convert the loan to a gift.

On the hunt

However, several indefinite loans
remained in our care. Over the past few years
part of my job has been to “work™ on these
outstanding indefinite loans; to either return
them to their owner or to accept them into the
permanent collection.

I started with 34 outstanding loans dating
from 1974 to 2011. Some of these loans were
casily handled as the lender was known to
staff or we had a current address or telephone
number.

For other loans it was a bit more difficult.
Our early loan forms did not list addresses so
for some loans we had no contact information.
For other loans the contact information we had
was 30 or 40 years old and the lender was no
longer at that location.

In several cases, the lender was no longer
living. We also had a number of loans with
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directories to tind old addresses trom
the date of the loan or current addresses for the
lender or a potential family member. I checked
obituaries to see if a lender had died.

If the lender had passed away, I looked for
the names of surviving family members. Then
it was back to the city directories to see if the
family members still lived in Camden. When
all else failed, and sometimes it did, I used the
Internet to search for family names and contact
information.

For one 1993 loan received from a
woman in Orangeburg, an Internet search led
me to her obituary which led me to her son,
a county judge. Although his address was
not online, a clerk in the courthouse took a
message and gave our contact information to
the lender’s son. It turned out the family had
been searching for this artifact for years! They
knew the item had been loaned to a museum
but never knew where. The family was thrilled
to have the object back.

The Internet also proved invaluable for
a 1986 loan. The lender died in 2008 and
the family did not know the artifacts had
been loaned to us. This family, now living in
Connecticut, decided that the objects belonged
in Camden and they graciously donated them
to our collection.

Lucky lady

For two of the loans, luck played a
huge part. After tracking down the telephone
numbers of family members and actually
talking to the appropriate person, I learned the
telephone numbers were to vacation houses.

Having the lender’s family at that
particular number at that particular time was,
according to the owners, “sheer luck.” One of
these families lived in Maryland and was only
at their beach house for a few weeks out of the
year. Had the telephone call come one week
later, they would have been back in Maryland
and this loan would have still been in the “what
else can I do” pile.

Fate also took a hand in finding the owner
of'a 1984 loan. Discovering that a person with
the same name had died in 2006, I sent a letter
to “the family” of the lender at the last known
address I could find in the city directories.

I had little hope it would reach someone
since the property had been sold and subdivided
several years before. By coincidence, the niece
of the lender worked at the post office. Her co-
worker mentioned the letter to the niece and the
niece promptly contacted her aunt and both of
them came by the museum to pick up the items.

We are now at a stage where I have three
stacks. The first, and my personal favorite, are
loans that are CLOSED. The second is loans
were I am in contact with family members
and am waiting to see how the family wants to
proceed.

By law, we need a copy of a document
designating the family member as the legal
heir. Only then can we either return the object
or accept it into the collection.

Your turn

The third pile, and the one over which
I continue to sigh, contains four loans. I
believe the lenders are deceased but have not
been able to locate heirs. These loans must
now be processed though the South Carolina
Abandoned and Loaned Cultural Property law
which can take a year or more to complete.
Unless....... perhaps you know something
about these lenders or their families?

The Archives needs help in locating the
following people regarding indefinite
loans:

Hattie Mae Hasty of Camden, a copy
of the Wateree Messenger, May 31,
1933

Charles H. DeLoache of Camden, a
letter dated November 8, 1909 re Mrs.
Elizabeth Thornton

G. Eugene McGrew of Camden, two
books: The Researchers Guide to Ge-
nealogy and the Genealogy of Alexan-
der McGrew

Mrs. Lamar G. Hammett of Gaffney,
a land grant dated September 4, 1797

Today, most museums will only accept
loans for a specific period and for a specific
use. Once that time period is over, items are
either returned or arrangements are made to
renew the loan agreement.

Our collections policy is to accept a
loan for a finite period of time and we require
detailed contact information.

We also accept long-term annually
renewable loans that require the museum and
the lender to maintain contact as long as the
item is in the museum’s care.

This practice protects the museum, the
owners, and the loaned object. It also cuts
down on “playing” on the Internet during
business hours!
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BENEFACTOR
$500 and up
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The Bassett Foundation
The John T. Stevens Foundation
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$100-249
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Charlsie D. Cantey
Pete & Pud’n Cantey
Richard Chesnut
Harvey & Vicki Clarke
Bill & Betty Coombs
Betsy Buhrmaster Cooper
Mike & Sarah Davis
William E. DuBois
DuBose, Di DuBose
Sandy Z. DuBose
Janet Choynowski Farber
Ronnie & Rebecca Fulmer
Dr. Staci N. Gaffos
Michael & Dianne Galloway
Leroy W. Gardner
Ryan & Sharon Gaskin
Nancy & Sam Chesnutt Gettys
Frank & Linda Goodale
DeeBo & Kim Kelly
JoAnn Cooper Kileen
Susan & Bruce Lueck
Evelyn C. Marion
Pete & Sheila McKinney
Jack & Carolyn McKittrick
Jim & Cathy Nichols
Westley & Laurie Parks
Mrs. Elva R. Pitsenbarger
Barney & Shirley Ransom
Lanning & Deane Risher
Ed & Helen Royall
Sensor, George & Sue Sensor
Austin & JoAnn Sheheen
Derek & Robin Stanley
Christy Taucher
Sidney & Nancy Tidwell
Dr. Steven Tollison

FAMILY
$45-99
D. Carlyle & Kitty Baxley
Rick & Paddy Bell
John H. & Millie Blanchard
William C. Boyd

Jack Brantley
Earl & Nancy Bryant
John M. Burns
C. C. Canada
John & Ann Hagan Carmichael
Marty Daniels
William R. Denton
Laurie & Bill Funderburk
Stoney & Sandra Hilton
Betty & Dr. Lisa Holland
Glen & Joan Inabinet
Bobby & Mary Jones
Bob & Shirley Kiger
David & Glenna Kinard
Dick & Meta Markley
Emily McGuirt
Townley & Jean Redfearn
Albert & Sarah Reed
Jim & Phoebe Roquemore
Beck & Marilyn Schroder
Jonathan Sheppard
John & Ellen Stephenson
Howard & Kathy Foster Talley
John & Sarah Tindal
Hal & Sylvia Varn
John & Suzanne Wall
John & Ruby Wood-Kelly

INDIVIDUAL
$25-44
Dr. Ernestyne J. Adams
Charlotte B. Alexander
Clifton W. Anderson
Ross Beard
Jean Haile Berry
Charlotte G. Boykin
Jane McCutchen Brown
Jack R. Corbett
Diana L. Deely
Cindy S. Dieringer
Jeanne Dunay
Edward Cantey Ferchil
Alice B. Ford
Catherine French
James T. Futrell
Marietta W. Gordon
Lawrence Graham
Caroline Gravino
Dr. E. Cantey Haile
Carolyn Hampton
Ernest Hatchell
Mary Hudson
Ann C. Hutchins
Sherry Kidd
Helen King-Brookes-Futrell
Patricia Kirkland
Karen Kirkman
Marilyn Kohn
Tony Lamm
Dr. Francis McCorkle
J. Nelson McLeod
Carol P. McNaughton

2015 Friends of the
Camden Archives & Museum

This newsletter and other activities in support of the Archives and Museum are made
possible by the generous contributions of the following people and organizations:

Deas B. Penman
Stephen E. Proctor
Freida Roper
Jane Semple
Betty S. Smyrl
Col. Lewis Sowell
Kathleen Stahl
Richard F. Stoerkel
Donna Lawhon Trapp
Tom Traywick
Glenn Tucker
Jon P. Ward
David J. Washer
Mary Kelly Williams
Vicki Vaughan Willms

DONATIONS
CSX Railroad
John D. Kennedy Chapter of the UDC
SC Society of Colonial Dames
SC Society of DAC
SC State Society of DAR

HONORARIUMS
In honor of
Katherine Richardson
King Haigler Garden Club

MEMORIALS
In memory of
Thomas D. Ancrum
Henry and Kitty Beard
Meta A. Beard
Anc and Mary Elizabeth Boykin
Tillie and Baynard Boykin
Henry and Sandra Boykin
Joan and Glen Inabinet
Mary D. Myers (Bebe)
Pinedale Residential Center
Steve and Liza VanHorn
Nancy W. Wise

In memory of
Irene Gettys
Henry and Kitty Beard

In memory of
S. Craig Roper
Freida Roper

In memory of
Jane Starke Semple
Sally and Felix Gravino

In memory of
Sibby Wood
Henry and Sandra Boykin

Charlsie Cantey and Douglas Davidson

Names of donors, memorials and honorariums

Henry & Sandy Boykin Henrietta McWillie are current through November 1.
Ronnie & Betty Ann Bradley Carol Meckstroth
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Why you should join Friends of the Archives

With a mission of “Preserving the past for the future,” the Camden Archives and Museum is a trea-
sure chest of Kershaw County history. In its beautiful expanded facility, it offers visitors an opportunity to
explore a wealth of artifacts, displays, documents, records and various other historical research materials.

What happens at the Archives?

With funding from the City of Camden and support from the Friends of the Archives organization, the
Archives staff collects, preserves and makes accessible items of importance to the history of the area. Artifacts
in the museum represent a diverse collection of items relating to cultural heritage.

The Camden Archives and Museum is recognized throughout South Carolina and the Southeast as having
one of the best research libraries for genealogical research. It houses a diverse collection of books, microfilm,
maps, files, periodicals and general reference materials which will aid visitors in their research for ancestry.

What is found in the Archives?

The Archives also has a growing collection of photographs and is also the repository for a number of
city-related records, including city minutes, early ordinance and many other miscellaneous records. Census
records, publications, cemetery surveys, local newspapers, vertical files and SC Death Certificates from 1915-
1952 are also available for research. The S.C. Daughters of the American Revolution Library and the S.C.
Society Colonial Dames XVII Century Library are housed in the Archives building.

More information about the Archives and its collections can be found on its website at www.
camdenarchives.org. Features there include a list of records available for further research, a Kershaw County
time line, local history books and other documents available for review, and an explanation of research services
offered by the Archives staff.

How can you help?

You can support the efforts of the Archives by joining the Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum.
This organization began in 1998 to encourage and manage monetary donations for the betterment of the
Archives and Museum.

Since 1999 the Friends group has raised in excess of $750,000. Most of these funds were used to help
finance construction and renovation projects. The Archives has many other needs which exceed available
funding. Your donation to the organization will help provide for those needs.

“Friends of the Archives is a great group of folks who recognize the value and importance of maintaining,
in most cases, the irreplaceable. Additionally, we all know that our membership is the only way to maintain
the level of stewardship to which the core founders of the Friends aspired,” says Stephen Van Horn, president
of the Friends of the Archives.

How do you join Friends of the Archives?

You can join “Friends” using the application on page 8 of this newsletter. You can also remember
donations to the Archives through honorariums or memorials. Your support will make a difference and help
promote the Archives’ mission of “preserving the past for the future.”

As a member of Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, you will receive our twice a year
newsletter as a benefit of your tax deductible donation. Please consider joining by submitting the form on
page 8 with your donation. An updated list of donors will be published in the year-end newsletter. Thank you
for your consideration and support!
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Camden Archives and Museum Non-Profit

1314 Broad Street U.S. Postage

Camden, SC 29020 Paid
Permit #64
Camden, SC

Return Service Requested

Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum

Membership 2016
$25-44 $45 - $99 $100 - $249 $250 - $499 $500
Individual Family Contributor Patron Benefactor
Name:
Address:

Phone number:

Memorials, Honorariums, Donations, Etc.
Donor:
In memory of:
In honor of:
Send acknowledgment to:
Address:
Please make checks payable to Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum.

Mail checks along with this form to Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, 1314
Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020. Your contribution is tax deductible. Thank you!



