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Calendar of Events
All exhibits are free and open to the public

Now through January 31, 2017 – Exhibit: “John Bartlam, Master Potter: America’s First Porcelain”

February 14, 2017 through August 14, 2017 – Exhibit: “Camden at War: 1941-1945”

Ongoing Exhibit –  “The Ross E. Beard Collection.”  An exceptional collection of firearms. 

Ongoing Exhibit – “South Carolina’s little brown dog.”  The Boykin Spaniel - come see Camden’s own little brown dog!

Ross Beard was born in Florence in 1929.  His “collecting” began early when Beard’s 
godfather, FBI legend Melvin Purvis, introduced Ross to his gun collection.  From that 
moment, Beard became a collector of all things military and of many items relevant to the 
history of South Carolina.

Beard moved to Camden in 1953.  While living here, Beard and his wife Anne 
contributed greatly to the Camden community.  Beard received the Jr. Chamber of 
Commerce’s Young Man of the Year award, served on several state committees, was the 
director of Civil Defense for the county, and later worked with the county’s Chamber of 
Commerce.  Governor John C. West awarded Beard the Palmetto Cross.

After more than two decades travelling the world for various companies, Beard returned 
to his adopted home.  Once again, he became a staunch proponent of Camden.  In 2013, 
Beard placed his collection in the Archives and Museum with the belief that it would be 
beneficial to the city and community.

Ross Emile Beard, Jr. passed away on September 7, 2016 - he will be missed.

Ross Emile Beard, Jr.
1929-2016

REB next to a cutout of David M. “Carbine” Williams.  
Beard published his biography of Williams, one of the 
foremost gun designers in the United States, in 1977.

The Ross E. Beard Collection contains over 5000 items - firearms, military uniforms, maps, 
books, documents, photographs, armaments, and memorabilia.

Ross E. Beard, Jr. passed away on September 7, 2016 at the age of 87.  In his passing we have all lost a Camden 
treasure.  Ross loved Camden and Camden loved Ross.  He will always have a presence here at the Archives and 
Museum because he turned his beloved collection over to the City of Camden.  When it became time for him to 
make permanent arrangements for its location, he was eager for the Ross Beard collection to attract visitors to 
Camden.  When his collection came here in 2013 he wrote, “I am thankful that I am able in a small way to express my 
appreciation and be able to say ‘thank you’ to Camden for the many kindnesses to me by placing my lifelong collection 
of antique and historic guns and military collectibles in our beautiful Archives and Museum.”  His collection contains 
over five thousand three-dimensional objects, documents, and books.  We are thankful to have videos of him telling 
the stories of many of the objects on exhibit in the Friends’ gallery.  Ross Beard’s legacy lives on at the Archives and 
Museum.

In Memorium:  Ross E. Beard, Jr.
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Camden and the surrounding areas available to 
the public. 
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Camden Archives and Museum
1314 Broad Street
Camden, SC 29020
(803) 425-6050
www.camdenarchives.org

Museum Hours
Monday-Friday 8 am - 5 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm 

Free admission 

From the Chairman

Because we now live in the digital age, we often hope to find the research materials we need 
on the internet.  Many archives have begun to digitalize their collections and we can find a 
wide assortment on-line, without having to travel great distances to examine materials.  South 
Carolina resources can be found on several sites.  If you go on-line and check  the following 
you will be surprised at the range and scope of digitalized South Carolina collections at your 
fingertips:  The South Carolina Digital Library (www.scmemory.org); the University of South 
Carolina Digital Collections (www.library.sc.edu/p/Collections/Digital/); the South Carolina 
State Library Digital Collections (www.dc.statelibrary.sc.gov); the Georgetown County Digital 
Library (www.gcdigital.org); and the Lowcountry Digital Library (www.lcdl.cofc.edu).

The South Carolina Department of Archives and History also has a digital site.  Many of their 
record series are indexed on-line and can be accessed through www.scdah.org or Google “scdah 
search” to pull up the index.  If you are looking up a person, you have to type in the surname, 
a comma, and then the first name to access those files. Once you do so, the document list 
pertaining to that person will pop up in chronological order.  From there you can access most of 
the documents online.  Magic!  

One series I use often has not been digitalized yet.  It is the South Carolina State Plat Books 
containing two different series – for Charleston and for Columbia – from 1784 through 1868. 
These plats cover the grants of public lands after the Revolutionary War as our population spread 
into the midlands and upstate.

I am happy to say that the Archives and Museum has obtained the full set of microfilm for that 
record series through our 2016-2017 budget.  The set of 30 rolls will be available for researchers 
in the microfilm cabinets just after the Thanksgiving holiday.  Come see what it’s all about!

Archives and Museum Acquires 
Microfilm of the South Carolina State 
Plat Books By KATHERINE H. RICHARDSON, Director

Sherd of Bartlam’s soft paste porcelain, 
“Bartlam on the Wando” pattern.

John Bartlam, Master Potter: America’s First Porcelain closes on 
January 31, 2017.  See it before it’s gone!

Bartlam tea bowl. 
Image courtesy The Chipstone Foundation.

Dear Friends:
Let me first express my gratitude to all the Friends that have contributed financially in 2016 by 

memberships, donations, honorariums, and memorials.  All are given from the heart and not out 
of obligation.  Thank you everyone.  These expressions continue to polish our gem, the Archives.

Our hats are off to the newsletter contributors who again have enlightened us!  We continue to 
get a sharp “glimpse into the past.”  

Lastly, the legacy of Ross Beard is something South Carolina will cherish for generations.  
We’re honored to perpetuate his passion.  

Hope all of you have a wonderful holiday season.
    Best regards,
    Steve Van Horn 
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By RICKIE GOOD, Curator of Collections

The Archives and Museum will open Camden at War: 1941-1945 on February 14, 2017.  This exhibit focuses on the Camden community in 
the period leading up to and including World War II.  During the 1940s, the lives of everyone in Camden, and throughout the United States, were 
governed by war.  World War II was an all out effort that involved everyone - civilians and soldiers, young and old, rich and poor.

For decades, the railroad’s promise of “Carolina in the morning” lured visitors to South Carolina and to Camden.   Beginning in the 1880s, the 
city thrived as a winter resort with grand hotels and wealthy northern and mid-western visitors who brought with them money, energy, and a deep 
enjoyment of our very special outdoor lifestyle.  Many of the visitors purchased homes and became either winter or year-round residents.  Members 
of the Winter Colony joined with long-time Camden residents to bring polo matches, the Camden Hunt, horse shows, golf, and the Carolina Cup to 
our community.  Newspapers from the period are filled with articles about the comings and goings of people to Camden and about all of the activities 
taking place throughout the year.

Along with the tourist industry, Camden was home to many companies and factories.  Once again, the railroad provided a lifeline between Camden 
and the world.  Seaboard Railroad built a new passenger station in 1937 and both Seaboard and Southern served as freight carriers for business and 
agriculture.  

In the 1930s, with news of fighting in Europe and Asia, Americans feared that soon they would be drawn into the conflict.  Long before Pearl 
Harbor, the country prepared for war.  In 1940,  a corporation under contract with the federal government established the Southern Aviation School 
at Woodward Field to train pilots for the Army Air Corps.  Also in 1940, the federal government began registering all military aged men and many 

Camden residents were called to active service.  
In October and November of 1941, rather than welcoming tourists to Camden, the Kirkwood 

Hotel welcomed the United States Army when it became the headquarters of the Public Relations 
Division, First Army.  The First Army Maneuvers, 1941 took place in sixteen counties in North 
and South Carolina.  Landowners gave permission to the army to crisscross their property 
and bivouac in their fields.  For more than two months, the 400,000 soldiers of the First Army 
“fought” across the Carolinas.  In his welcoming address, Lieutenant General Hugh A. Drum, 
Commanding General, thanked the citizens for their cooperation and assistance.  He further 
remarked, “We Americans are faced with war under circumstances predicting the severest war 
test the Nation has ever faced.  Whether we shall be forced into war and what the outcome will 
be will depend, in my humble opinion, on the spirit, the unity and the determination of our people 
to understand and to meet this crisis before an avalanche of hostile military might moves to 
overwhelm us.”

Camden’s people showered the First Army with hospitality. They welcomed them into their 
homes, socialized with them, and marveled at the tons of equipment rumbling through their quiet 
streets.  One woman wrote, “We heard the convoys going by and we said, “How wonderful to 

hear them – and to know that they are ours – and are only in fun.”  General Drum commended  
“the people of both states for their work, their co-operation and their loyalty, which have made 

possible this, the greatest undertaking of the army in 75 years on United States soil.”
Less than a week after the end of these maneuvers, the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and the United States entered the war.  Over the next 

few months, life for everyone became consumed by the war effort.  According to author John H. Daniels, the spring of 1942 saw the end of “Polo, 
foxhunting, steeplechasing and horseshows… for the duration.”   Restrictions on leisure travel and the rationing of gasoline devastated Camden’s 
tourist industry and much of the winter season closed for the duration of the war.  During World War II, Camden’s citizens joined all branches of the 
armed forces, worked in factories now turning out war material, and supported the war effort in every way possible.  

With the establishment of Fort Jackson as a permanent training facility, of Southern Aviation in Camden, and of Shaw Field base in Sumter 
County, military personnel flooded into the area.  Volunteers at the Camden USO, housed in the old armory on Rutledge Street, welcomed them with 
“recreation and entertainment.” Continued on page 4

Kirkwood Hotel
The First Army Maneuvers, 1941
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Focus on the Collection
Research Collections at the Camden Archives and Museum

By SARAH MURRAY, Cataloging and Reference Archivist

The staff at the Camden Archives and Museum is fortunate to have a wide array of reference 
materials in our collections to offer to researchers looking for information about their families or 
about historical events in South Carolina.  In addition to the items collected over the years by the 
Archives staff, we are fortunate to have two very diverse collections that were placed here over 30 
years ago, by the South Carolina Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution and by the 
South Carolina Society of the Colonial Dames XVII Century.  Board members of each organization 
decided that researchers across the state would benefit from having both collections housed here in 
our building, and we are indeed lucky to have them.

The South Carolina State DAR Library, consisting of nearly 950 items, began as the South Carolina 
Society’s Traveling Genealogical Library in 1937.  Early on, the collection was packed into boxes 
each week and was taken by car to DAR chapters across the state, where it was made available to 
researchers.  By 1942, the Society had purchased three metal cases, and DAR members packed 
up the collection about every two weeks and sent it to its next location by express mail.  In 1949, 
the collection found a more permanent home at the Richland County Library in Columbia where it 
remained until 1953, when it was moved to Lander College in Greenwood.  The collection remained 
there until 1977, when it was moved back to the Richland County Public Library and then, in 1982, 
to the Camden Archives and Museum.  The collection continues to grow as DAR chapters across the 
state make donations, and it includes such varied subjects as military records of soldiers who served 
during the Revolutionary War, church records, Bible records, cemetery surveys, records from counties 
across South Carolina, and records from states other than South Carolina.  While space limitations 
have made the Archives staff limit the scope of the City’s collection to materials relating primarily to 
Kershaw County and to adjacent areas in South Carolina, the State DAR collection includes a good 
deal of information from other counties and states that complements the City’s collection quite well.

The State Colonial Dames collection, which includes over 550 titles, offers yet another trove of 
information for researchers.  While it, too, includes family histories and county records, this collection 
includes a variety of information for researchers tracing their ancestors before they came to South 
Carolina.  Included in the Colonial Dames collection are a number of books and periodicals related to 
records from North Carolina, Virginia, and New England, including Virginia marriage, tax, and vital 
records, as well as a great deal of information from Massachusetts and Maine.  Also included are the 
almost-complete sets of Mayflower Families through Five Generations, The New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register, and John Boddie’s Historical Southern Families.  Again, because the 
scope of this collection is so much broader than that of the City’s collection, it can help researchers 

expand their research beyond the boundaries of South Carolina and well into colonial times.
The staff here at the Camden Archives and Museum work to make sure that no researcher leaves our building without finding some information 

of value.  And because the State Societies of the Colonial Dames and of the Daughters of the American Revolution have entrusted their incredible 
collections to our care, this job is so much easier.  With these collections, we have access to genealogical information from the settlement of 
Jamestown in 1607 through the present day, and we will continue to try to make these collections accessible to everyone. 

One of the first DAR book plates

Rationing, scrap metal drives, blackouts, civil defense 
drills - all became a part of everyday life.  As did news from 
the front.  New technology allowed service personnel to make 
recordings for their loved ones at home.  V-mail provided a 
secure method for writing letters.  Snapshots recorded the war 
from the soldiers perspective.  For Camden, World War II was 
not fought in a distant land by someone else.  It was fought by 
everyone, everywhere. 

Camden at War: 1941-1945 will look at the lives of 
Camdenites both at home and abroad during World War II.   
Artifacts on display will include a photograph album from the 
First Army Maneuvers, a saddle owned by General George 
S. Patton, numerous uniforms and other military equipment, 
official government posters, and photographs taken by 
Camden residents.

Continued from page 3 - Camden at War: 1941-1945

Joseph H. Brevard
United States Navy

Standing guard on the Wateree
The First Army Maneuvers, 1941
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George R. Miller, A Connecticut Merchant in Camden
By LON D. OUTEN, Research Assistant

Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries there were a number of families in Camden and Kershaw County with ties to Connecticut.  George R. and 
Martina Miller were one such family.  They moved from the river port town of Middletown, Connecticut to Camden in 1826.

In 1826, Camden, like Middletown, was a small river port town beginning to prosper after the clearing of the Wateree River and the construction of 
the Wateree Canal.  Increased river traffic assisted Camden’s role as a distribution center for goods and supplies traveling to Charleston, the northern 
parts of the United States, England and the West Indies.

George R. Miller was born on March 4, 1794 in Connecticut; his parents Elisha Miller, Sr. 
and Elizabeth “Betsy” Miller, operated a large orchard farm.  George married Martina Rice 
on July 27, 1825 in Middletown.  Her parents, farmer Hezekiah Rice and Lydia, lived in 
Middletown.  

In 1826, the Miller’s moved to Camden where George operated his own businesses 
and supplied other businesses with goods and merchandise from New York, Philadelphia, 
and Connecticut.  For five years, from 1826 to 1830, George made Camden his center of 
operations while he conducted business throughout western North and South Carolina and 
Georgia.

George and his wife Martina had many friends while in Camden, including Elizabeth 
and Phineas Thornton.  From 1826 to 1833, the Millers exchanged letters with each other, 
with their family in Connecticut, and, after returning to Connecticut in 1830, with Elizabeth 
Thornton.  The Camden Archives and Museum has a collection of original and photocopied 
Miller/Thornton letters that discuss George’s many business ventures and his family’s life 
in Camden and Middletown.  Some letters reveal George and Martina’s discomfort with 

the southern lifestyle, particularly 
slavery.  Other letters mention Camden 
affairs such as recent births, deaths, 
marriages, religion, and disasters.  Many of the letters discuss family situations in Middlefield, a 
community of Middletown. 

The letters indicate that George may have gotten his start from the Middletown Bank because 
he was sending them money for a bank debt.  The President of the bank, Nehemiah Hubbard, 
Sr., furnished young men and other persons with money to begin and advance in business.  
Although Hubbard retired in 1822, the bank probably continued this popular practice with 
George.  

Once in Camden, the family occupied at least two different houses and George operated his 
business at two different locations.  His last business was located at (Aaron) Burr’s store in 
downtown Camden.

The letters provide a great deal of information about George’s businesses and his extensive 
business travels.  One letter give s an insight into what he sold and on the prices he charged:  
bed $18, bureau $22, wash stand $4.  Other transactions illustrate both the size of the business 
organization he operated and the areas it included.  In August, 1829 he traveled to Greenville, 
South Carolina and then to Ashville, North Carolina.  He went to Laurens, South Carolina with 
intentions to collect money owed him from the Deming’s estate.  After leaving Laurens, he 
traveled to Lincoln, Georgia to see his business partner, a Mr. Walker.  On September 10, 1829 
he was at Warm Springs, Georgia with plans to go to Tennessee and Kentucky but the “old 
horse got a sore on its back and was unfit to ride.”  

When George R. Miller decided to return to Connecticut, he worked hard to settle his 
business obligations before he left Camden.  For one debt he thought he might have to go to 
Natchitoches, Louisiana to see Charles. A. Bullard, formerly a Camden lawyer, who owed him 
around $600.  After writing George’s agent in New Orleans, the matter was settled.  Even while 
closing down his operations in Camden, George continued to have thoughts of expanding his 
business.  He wrote that if he had to go to Louisiana, he would return through the western states 
and see what prospects of business were there.

One reason for the Miller’s return to Connecticut was that Martina had a difficult time while 
in Camden.  She was concerned about her mother, who was very ill, and she could not adapt to life in the South.  In April, 1827 a letter from her 
sister inquired “did she fall into a trance for having six Negroes in the kitchen and her with nothing to do?”  In June, 1827 Martina’s family knew she 
was not happy in Camden and they wished George would come to his senses and return to Connecticut.  Another reason for Martina’s unhappiness 
was probably that George was away most of the time on his business trips.  It became so bad that on one occasion, in a letter dated March 11, 1828, 
Hezekiah Rice told his daughter if she wanted to come home he would pay the expense from Charleston to Middletown.

By May 10, 1829, both Martina and George were in poor health.  Martina left Camden around June, 1829 to return to Middlefield and George 
moved into their summer house where his health improved.  By July 14, 1829, George began closing down his business and prepared to move back to 
Connecticut.   George left Camden in February, 1830.

George Robert Miller and his wife Martina are buried in Middlefield (Hale Cemetery), Connecticut.

George R. and George Robert Miller
George R. Miller’s business stretched into 

the “upper part of the district,” including the 
Hanging Rock area and into Lancaster.  This 
area was home to a number of families named 
Miller; some of these individuals were named 
George with no middle initial.  These Georges 
had ties to the Lynches River area, and appear 
not to be related to our George R. Miller.

George R. Miller of Connecticut should not 
be confused with George Robert Miller of the 
Hanging Rock area.  George Robert Miller 
was born on July 9, 1827 and was the son of 
Revolutionary War soldier David Miller.

In the 1850s, George Robert Miller was an 
influential business man active with his local 
church and community.  There may have been 
a family connection between Connecticut’s 
George R. and Hanging Rock’s George Robert.  
David Miller named his son George Robert 
in 1827 while Connecticut’s George R. was 
traveling in the area.  The Connecticut George’s 
tombstone has the middle name of “Robert.”  
There was also a David Miller in Middletown 
who was a cousin to Connecticut’s George R.

Original letters from the Mary Melonis Collection. 
These letters were written to Martina Miller by her 
husband George and by her friends in Camden after 
her move back to Middleton, Connecticut in 1830.
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2016  Friends of the  
Camden Archives and Museum

(through November 30, 2016)
This newsletter and other activities in support of the Archives and Museum are made 

possible by the generous contributions of the following people and organizations:

BENEFACTOR
$500 and up

Joe & Brenda Sullivan
Steve & Liza Van Horn

PATRON
$250-499

Evelyn C. Marion
Fred Ogburn

George & Sue Sensor
Edward & Sandra Smith

Jack & Lisa Towell

CONTRIBUTOR
$100-249

Jonathan & Kay Bazinet
Henry & Kitty Beard

Meta A. Beard
William C. Boyd

Fred & Mary Bryant
Jim & Louise Burns
Charlsie D. Cantey

Mr. & Mrs. James Cantey
John & Ann Hagan-Carmichael

Richard H. Chesnut
Sam W. & Nancy G. Chesnutt

Bill & Betty Coombs
Betsy Buhrmaster Cooper

Mike & Sarah Davis
Richard & Barbara Davis

Alfred Mae Drakeford
Di DuBose

Ronnie & Rebecca Fulmer
Helen King-Brookes Futrell
Michael & Dianne Galloway

Leroy W. Gardner
Ryan & Sharon Gaskin

Ernest Hatchell, Jr.
Ann M. Hinson

Derick & Sally Iselin
Joseph & Sidney Jackson

Bobby & Mary Jones
DeeBo & Kim Kelly
JoAnn Cooper Kileen
Dan &Tootie Mackey

Pete & Sheila McKinney
Jack & Carolyn McKittrick

John & Ruth Moyer
Jim & Cathy Nichols
Priscilla Nicholson

Westley & Laurie Parks
Doug Robinson & Melita Team

Ed & Helen Royall
Austin & JoAnn Sheheen
Derek & Robin Stanley

Howard & Kathy Foster Talley
Christy Taucher

Sidney & Nancy Tidwell
Dr. Steven Tollison

Mary Kelly Williams

FAMILY
$45-99

Charles & Judy Baxley

Boykin & Barbara Beard
Rick & Paddy Bell

John & Millie Blanchard
Henry & Sandy Boykin

Ronnie & Betty Ann Bradley
Jack & Linda Branham
Earl & Nancy Bryant
Walter & Mary Clark

Larry Conger
Bill & Kate Denton

John & Harriet DuBose
Jay & Missy Fallon

Barbara Dawkins Freking
Kenneth S. Higgenbotham

Glen & Joan Inabinet
Robert & Paula Joseph
David & Glenna Kinard

Dr. Francis McCorkle, Jr.
Curtis & Creighton Miles

Bob & Barbara Moody
Dr. & Mrs. Ted Morton

Mary DuVal Myers
Bill & Elizabeth Nettles
Billy & Molly Nettles
Larry & Joy Parrott

Mike Rauseo
Jim & Phoebe Roquemore
Beck & Marilyn Schroder

John & Linda Shaylor
Jonathan Sheppard

Bob & Nancy Smith
Hal & Sylvia Varn

John & Ruby Wood-Kelly

INDIVIDUAL
$25-44

Dave Baker
Jean Haile Berry

Jane McCutchen Brown
Thomas E. Clinton

Gay Conder
Marty Daniels
Deborah Davis

Cindy S. Dieringer
Jeanne Dunay

Katherine D. Edmonds
Alice B. Ford

Elsie Taylor Goins
Marietta W. Gordon
Dr. E. Cantey Haile

Max A. Kelly
Patricia Kirkland
Karen Kirkman
Marilyn Kohn
Tony Lamm

Jane LaRoche
Walter Long

Emily McGuirt
Henrietta McWillie
Carol Meckstroth
Deas B. Penman
Blanche K. Scott
Betty S. Smyrl

Col. Lewis Sowell, Jr.

Kathleen Stahl
Cecilia Stevenson

Glenn Tucker
David J. Washer

John Watson
Vicki Vaughan Wilms

Virginia Zemp

DONATIONS
Heavrin Lawrence

Kennedy Insurance Co.

HONORARIUMS
In honor of

Nancy and John Langston
Becky Elderkin

In honor of
Meta Markley
Meta A. Beard

In honor of
Dr. Francis N. McCorkle
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Parrott 

In honor of
Ann Shugart
Lisa B. Cook

MEMORIALS
In memory of
Ross E. Beard

Kitty and Henry Beard
Billy and Carolyn Nowlen

Lon and Donna Outen

In memory of 
Ellen Deas Boykin

Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Boykin 

In memory of 
Dr. Fred Boykin

Mr. and Mrs. W. Douglas
 Davidson

In memory of 
Howard Branham

Steve and Liza Van Horn
Esther McCaskill

Lon and Donna Outen
Jade Gale Northup

Mr. and Mrs. S. J. McKinney

In memory of 
Austin A. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Boykin 

In memory of 
Don and Betty Buhrmaster

Betsy Buhrmaster Cooper 

In memory of 
Lynn Butler

Dr. Jane LaRoche

Names of donors, memorials 
and honorariums are current 

through November 1.

In memory of 
James Taylor Futrell

Helen B. King–Brookes Futrell

In memory of 
Harold W. Flynn

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Boykin

In memory of 
Dorothy Dunlap Hooper

Katherine Dunlap Edmonds

In memory of 
Max Kelly
Tony Kelly

In memory of 
Joe Jackson

Dr. Jane LaRoche

In memory of 
Mary S. Markley

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Boykin

In memory of 
Betty McCorkle

Francis McCorkle, MD

In memory of 
Marvin McCaskill

Lon and Donna Outen

In memory of 
Fred Sheheen

Dr. Jane LaRoche

In memory of 
Jak Smyrl
Betty Smyrl

In memory of
Mr. and Mrs. John Workman 

Zemp
Virginia Zemp

In memory of 
Phyllis Wooten Zemp (Muff)

Mr. and Mrs. Henry E. Beard, III
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Why you should join Friends of the Archives and Museum
 
With a mission of “Preserving the past for the future,” the Camden Archives and Museum is a treasure chest 
of Kershaw County history. In its beautiful expanded facility, it offers visitors an opportunity to explore a 
wealth of artifacts, displays, documents, records and various other historical research materials.

What happens at the Archives and Museum?
 With funding from the City of Camden and support from the Friends of the Archives and Museum 

organization, the staff collects, preserves and makes accessible items of importance to the history of the area. 
Artifacts in the museum represent a diverse collection of items relating to cultural heritage.

 The Camden Archives and Museum is recognized throughout South Carolina and the Southeast as having 
one of the best genealogical research libraries in the state.  It houses a diverse collection of books, microfilm, 
maps, files, periodicals and general reference materials which will aid visitors in their research.

What is found in the Archives and Museum?
 The Archives and Museum has a large collection of photographs and artifacts.  It is also the repository 

for a number of city-related records, including city minutes, early ordinances and other miscellaneous records. 
Census records, publications, cemetery surveys, local newspapers, vertical files and SC Death Certificates 
from 1915-1952 are available for research. The S.C. Daughters of the American Revolution Library and the 
S.C. Society Colonial Dames XVII Century Library are housed in the Archives and Museum building.

 The Museum contains both permanent and temporary exhibits on the history of the Camden area.  More 
information about the Archives and Museum and its collections can be found at www.camdenarchives.org. 

How can you help?
 You can support the efforts of the Archives and Museum by joining the Friends of the Camden Archives 

and Museum. This organization began in 1998 to encourage and manage monetary donations for the betterment 
of the Archives and Museum.

 Since 1999 the Friends group has raised in excess of $750,000. Most of these funds were used to help 
finance construction and renovation projects. The Archives and Museum has many other needs which exceed 
available funding. Your donation to the organization will help provide for those needs.

 “Friends of the Archives is a great group of folks who recognize the value and importance of maintaining, 
in most cases, the irreplaceable. Additionally, we all know that our membership is the only way to maintain 
the level of stewardship to which the core founders of the Friends aspired,” says Stephen Van Horn, president 
of the Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum.

How do you join the Friends?
 You can join “Friends” using the application on page 8 of this newsletter. You can also remember donations 

to the Archives and Museum through honorariums or memorials. Your support will make a difference and help 
promote the Camden Archives and Museum’s mission of “preserving the past for the future.”

 As a member of Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, you will receive our twice a year 
newsletter as a benefit of your tax deductible donation. Please consider joining by submitting the form on 
page 8 with your donation. An updated list of donors will be published in the year-end newsletter. Thank you 
for your consideration and support!
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Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum
Membership 2017

 ____ $25 - 44      ____ $45 - $99     ____ $100 - $249     ____ $250 - $499     ____ $500
          Individual           Family                Contributor          Patron           Benefactor
 Name: _____________________________________________________________________

 Address:  __________________________________________________________________

 Phone number:  _____________________________________________________________

 Please make checks payable to Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum.

 Mail checks along with this form to: 

 Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, 1314 Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020.

 Your contribution is tax deductible. Thank you!


