
Budget in Brief   

The City of Camden Budget in Brief provides an overview of the proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year. 

All Funds 

General Fund – ad valorem taxes levied on real and personal property. It provides the resources 
necessary to sustain the day-to-day activities and thus pays for administrative and operating      
expenses.  (68.9 mils) 

Project Improvement Fund – ad valorem taxes levied on real and personal property. These are   
restricted funds used to pay for special projects, grant fund matching and capital improvements.    
(7.8 mils) 

Paving Fund – ad valorem taxes levied on real and personal property. These are restricted funds 
used to pay for paving and associated projects.  (10.2 mils) 

Utility Fund – an enterprise (or business) fund segregated for the express purpose of providing 
resources for the electric, water and wastewater activities.  

Local Source Revenue Fund – a separate fund used for the express purpose of promoting and             
advancing tourism. These funds come from 2% Hospitality Taxes (on prepared food and             
beverages), Accommodations Taxes  levied on hotel stays and permit fees issued for Sunday      
alcohol sales. 

$8,548,400  

462,817  

467,000  

 27,425,000  

852,000  

Total    $37,755,217  

“The City of Camden will be a community where people and businesses thrive.”  

- City of Camden Vision Statement 

FY 2013-14 

In the General Fund: 

Revenues are flat but considered stable 

No property tax increase is proposed. 

Operational expenditures are projected 

to be at or near current year levels.  

Personnel expense are proposed to      

increase to cover an average 2% salary 

increase. This expense is $83,390. 

 2012/2013 2013/2014 %  

 Budget Budget  Change 

Category    

Revenue $8,525,600 $8,548,400 0.26 

Expenditures    

Personnel  5,581,011 5,649,311 1.22 

Retiree Health Insurance 506,786 546,296 7.79 

Supplies/Operating  2,118,338 2,142,572 1.14 

Capital/Maintenance  319,465 210,221 -34.19 

Budget Total $8,525,600  $8,548,400  0.26 

General Fund 

(July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014) 



Revenue 

Dedicated 7.8 mils $256,000 

Carryover FY 2012/13 206,817 

Total  $462,817 

Expenditures 

Façade Grants $30,000 

Demolition 30,000 

800 mhz radios* 106,300 

Planning Consultants** 10,000 

Historic Preservationist 15,000 

Park Improvements 62,000 

Vehicle Lease*** 99,900 

Contingency 109,617 

Total $462,817 

*Amortized for 3 years (2 years remaining) 

**To update the Comprehensive Plan and Planning Zoning Ordinance 157 

***Amortized for 3 years 

Project Improvement Fund 

Paving Fund 

Revenue  

Dedicated 10.2 mils                         $336,000  

Carryover FY 2012/13                          131,000  

TOTAL                          $467,000  

Expenditures  

Commerce Alley                    $320,000  

CSX/Amtrak Entrance Road                             69,600  

Turner Glass Alleyway                             32,400  

Sidewalk (Price House to Market Street)                          40,000  

Contingency                               5,000  

TOTAL                       $467,000  

From the City’s 2013-2014 Strategic Plan 

Strategic Priorities 

•  Marketing 

• Infrastructure 

• Tourism  

• Downtown Development 

Critical Success Factors 

• Strengthen quality of life 

• Enhance economic opportunities for businesses and citizens 

• Engage citizens and other stakeholders in a dialogue in pursuit of our 
vision 

• Strengthen our neighborhoods, parks, and green spaces 

• Practice good stewardship of our human, capital, financial, and natu-
ral resources 

• Provide a safe environment for our citizens, employees, and visitors 

Vehicle Leases 

2 Zoning Department Trucks 

4 Police Vehicles 

1 Rear Load Sanitation Truck 



Local Source Revenue Fund 

Revenue  

Beginning Fund Balance $175,078 

ATAX for Community Grants          30,000  

ATAX for Tourism Designated Agency          12,000  

Hospitality Tax        620,000  

Beer & Wine Permits          10,000  

Carryover FY 2011/12       4,922  

TOTAL $     852,000 

Expenditures  

Infrastructure Improvements  

Commerce Alley Improvements  $     55,000  

Local Tourism and Tourism Promotion Grants  

Community Grants1  100,000* 

Equine Foundation        85,000**  

Tourism Related Cultural, Recreational &  Historic Facilities  

Price House Enhancements          10,000  

Camden Archives & Museum Programming          15,000  

Historic Parks Enhancements          40,000  

Advertising and Promotions for Tourism Development  

City Master Marketing Plan          50,000  

Website Enhancements 15,000 

KC Tourism Partnership2 41,000 

Contingency 441,000 

TOTAL  $    852,000  

Hospitality Tax Advisory Committee 1 

In November 2011, the Camden City Council created a local Hospitality Tax Advisory Committee.  The intent is to allow citizen in-

put in the allocations of Hospitality Tax funds to local organizations that promote tourism projects and events.   

While the City is not required to have this committee, the allocation recommendation to City Council must comply with SC State 

Code Section 6-1-730.   

Kershaw County Tourism Partnership 2 

The City of Camden and Kershaw County are currently   exploring a intergovernmental partnership for tourism   promotion and 

management.  These funds are proposed to go to that partnership with Kershaw County as the lead agency.   

Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee 

Accommodations Tax is an estimated $30,000.  The Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee is required by State statute.  All     

recommendations made by the Committee must be approved by City Council and comply with SC State Code Section 6-1-530.     

*Received $184,200 in requests 

**Year 2 of 3 



Underground and Overhead Utility Projects 

Underground Projects  

Rutledge & Church Street $531,300 

Fiber Optic to the Police Department 31,265 

Dusty Bend 700,000 

CSX Railroad Entrance 39,400 

Overhead Projects  

Boykin Road (Hwy 97 to Hwy 521) Truck By-Pass 97,520 

Springdale Road (Knights Hill Road to Hwy 97) Truck By-Pass 329,000 

TOTAL $1,728,485  

Pump Stations Relocation and Removal—$700,000 

Utility Fund 
 2012/2013 2013/2014 %  

 Budget  Budget  Change 

Revenue    

Electric Division $21,095,000  $20,636,000  -2.17% 

Water Division 4,210,000 4,230,000 0.47% 

Sewer Division 2,416,500 2,479,000 12.06% 

Misc Income 80,000 80,000 0.00% 

TOTAL 27,801,500 27,425,000 -1.35% 

Expenditures    

Personnel  2,671,693 2,773,192 3.79% 

Retiree Health Insurance 80,486 99,619 23.77% 

Supplies/Operating  1,793,680 2,006,919 11.89% 

Purchase Power 14,152,000 13,300,000 -6.02% 

Capital/Maintenance  4,327,741 4,676,970 8.07% 

General Fund Transfer 2,066,000 2,066,000 0.00% 

Debt Service 2,709,900 2,502,300 -7.66% 

TOTAL $27,801,500  $27,425,000  -1.35% 

Utility Fund Debt 

This chart depicts the current and predicted debt service 

for the Utility Fund.  This includes the debt service for 

the new Wastewater Treatment Plant.   

No proposed rate increase.  Electric rates will be    

reviewed based on the new wholesale power        

contract.  Water and sewer rates will be reviewed 

after the start up of the Wastewater Treatment 

Plant.   

During this fiscal year, the City will relocate the Historic      

Camden Pump Station approximately 400 ft. from the existing 

location.  A new sewer line will be tied in from the Cooper 

Street Pump Station.  Once that line is in place, the Cooper 

Street Pump Station will be eliminated.   


